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                 PASSOVER  By Rickie Zarb 

                      
 Passover occurs in early Spring from the 15th through the 22nd of the Hebrew month of Nissan (April 

10–18, 2017). (What is Passover (Pesach)?, 2017)  It is a celebration commemorating the delivery of the Israelites 

from slavery in Egypt. Only unleavened bread (Matzah) is eaten during this time. All products containing 

wheat, barley, rye, oats are removed from the home prior to the start of the festival, as they are considered 

leavened products (Chametz).  Homes are thoroughly cleaned to remove traces of leavened products such as 

counter tops, stoves, ovens, or microwaves. Foods that can't be fully cooked within 18 min. of contact with 

water are considered Chametz.  Processed drinks are not consumed unless they are certified for Passover. Spe-

cial utensils are used during this Passover period, that have not come into contact with Chametz. 

 Passover is divided into two parts. The first and last two days are celebrated by lighting candles in the 

evening and serving holiday meals. Work, driving, writing or use of electronic devices is not permitted. Chol 

Hamoed, or intermediate days, is the middle four days. Most forms of work are permitted during this time. The 

highlight of the celebration is the Seder meal which includes wine, matzah (unleavened bread), bitter herbs, 

and telling the story of the Exodus. The reasoning behind the unleavened products is that the Israelites had on-

ly a short time to prepare for leaving Egypt. There wasn't enough time to raise bread before the journey. 

 

 Most males fast on the day before Passover unless they attend the Talmud festival which allows the fast 

to be broken. The fasting commemorates the survival of the firstborn Jewish boys during the last plaque of 

Egypt. The Talmud is a collection of Jewish laws and doctrines written before the 8th century AD by Jewish 

teachers. The Talmud celebration combines a festive atmosphere along with prayer and reflection time. Most 

scholars attending this celebration have taken years to read the Talmud. 
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 The first night of Passover includes the Seder meal where families join together in a special meal filled 

with ritual to reflect on the Israelites journey to the holy land and their leaving Egypt after 

years of slavery. The Seder meal is divided into fourteen parts,   

Kaddesh (Blessing of the wine), Urechatz (Washing of the hands), Karpas (Eating of a 

vegetable dipped in salt and water symbolizing the origins of the Jewish people),  

Yachatz (Breaking of one of the three Matzah breads), Maggid (Retelling of the story of 

the Exodus and the first Passover),  

Rachtzah (Washing of the hands with a blessing in preparation for  eating the Matzah ), 

Motzi Matzah (Blessings of the Matzah),  

Maror (Blessing over  bitter Herbs which are eaten with apples, nuts, cinnamon, and wine symbolizing the 

mortar used for building during their slavery), Korech ( Eating of the bitter herbs on Matzah as a sandwich),  

Shulchan Orech (A festive dinner is eaten), Tzafun (Dessert is a piece of Matzah bread saved aside earlier at 

the Yachatz),  

Barech (A third cup of wine is poured and an after  dinner  grace is said. A fourth cup of wine is poured 

and a cup is set aside for Elijah the prophet, who is to herald the Messiaah at Passover),  

Hallel (Several psalms are recited, and the four th glass of wine is blessed and drank.), Nirtzah (A clos-

ing consisting of a statement that the Seder has ended and a blessing that the Messiah will come during the 

next year. Hymns and stories follow.). 

 

 
Valentine, Carol A. (2003), The Roadmap 1. What is the Talmud?, Retrieved from  http://come-and-hear.com/editor/whatis.html 
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Give a Hearty Welcome to our new  

Treasurer 

   Electa Jackson-Curphey, Blacksburg, SC 

 

 

 Full-time employees of a childcare center in Dallas, NC, currently have been the bookkeeper for the 

past 6 years; have been employed with the center since 1996. I also have: 1 year accounting studies, 2 years 

paralegal studies and actively working toward my BA in Early Childhood Administration (April 2019), here 

at Kaplan and hope to go on to my Master’s degree. I have been an ordained minister since January 2015; 

with special interest in financial and personal counseling for individuals, primary attention to single women/

mothers who are financially starting over after divorce or death of a loved one. One of my desires is provid-

ing more educational resources for children in broken families, having and overcoming a learning disability 

myself; I know we can overcome and we can be successful, in all things. Together we can make the impossi-

ble, possible! 

 

                 April Birthstone—Diamond 

 

 If you're getting married and your birthday is in April, then the Diamond 

is your stone. This gem can reflect light in a variety of flashes of color giving it 

a dazzling appearance. Throughout the ages diamonds have been revered. 

Queen Victoria on her 50th year of reign, declared it the Diamond Jubilee. In 

the middle ages a person would take a diamond into their bed for healing. Ancient Hindus thought the dia-

mond was created by bolts of lightening. 

 Diamonds are formed with intense heat and pressure, usually deep inside the earth. They are carbon 

atoms bonded in four directions making them extremely hard. Volcanic activity would bring these diamonds 

to the surface. Today diamonds are primarily mined in India, Australia, Soviet Union, and Africa. Through 

the cutting into facets by skilled craftsmen, the diamond becomes valuable. 

 

April Birthstone. (2015), Retrieved from  http://about-birthstones.com/aprilbirthstone.html 

What's the birthstone for April?. (2015), Retrieved from http://earthsky.org/earth/april-birthstone-diamond 
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Arbor Day by Rickie Zarb 

 

 This day is celebrated only in the US and Puerto Rico, around the last Friday of April. Arbor Day start-

ed in 1855 when Julius Morton decided the prairie needed more trees to serve as windbreakers, hold the 

moisture in the soil, and provide lumber for building. He proceeded to plant some trees and urged others to 

do the same. He offered a prize to the person who planted the most trees. In 1872 a million trees were 

planted, and due to his efforts 350 million more trees were planted over the next 16 years. 

 Between 1880 and WWII, Arbor Day celebrations became popular with schools planting trees as 

part of their celebration. In celebration of Arbor Day the White house grounds is blessed with a new tree 

each year. Some states have the boy scouts, girl scouts, and other civic organizations involved in tree 

planting ceremonies. Old trees in some towns are declared historical landmarks as part of their celebration. 

  " Can you put a price tag on a tree?"  How much is a living tree worth? We know the value of 

a tree when it is cut down as it becomes lumber for building, paper for printing. Did you know a living tree 

can; 

 Provide oxygen for us to breathe 

 Clean water by filtering ground water 

 Slow the process of carbon sequestering in our atmosphere from the burn-
ing of fossil fuels 

 Reduce crime as neighborhoods with more trees have fewer crimes than 
those without 

 Increase property value as people are drawn to houses surrounded by trees 

 Increase your mental health by providing better cognitive functioning with a walk in the woods or even 
by viewing trees 

 Provide shade and temperature control 

 Provide Flood control by holding vast amounts of water with their root system 

 Provides a habitat for wildlife to use as shelter, food, nesting, or mating.  

This year share the joy and benefits of a tree by donating one to the forestry department or planting a 

shrub or tree on your property. 

Top 10 Benefits of Trees. (2016), Retrieved from http://www.earthshare.org/2013/07/treebenefits.html 

 

Arbor Day Cartoon Fun & History. (2017), Retrieved from https://www.brownielocks.com/arborday.html 
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Chapter News 

 

Our term of the present officers is expiring and we need your help to continue. We are looking for a 

President, Vice President, Secretary, Alumni Director, PR Director to serve a one year term starting in 

June 2017.  

 

Chapter Officer Roles & Responsibilities 

 
PRESIDENT: 

 Assist in organizing, planning, and implementing initiatives to ensure the overall success of the chapter. 

 Work with officers to plan a calendar of activities for the upcoming year. 

 Share and invite chapter advisor(s) to all events. 

 Collaborate with officers to plan and execute membership drive activities 

 Develop a strategic marketing plan for the membership drive and yearly chapter events. 

 Maintain consistent communication with International Headquarter Associate Director. 

 Plan regular Executive Board meetings and provide all officers with an agenda. 

 Plan at least one General Member Meeting per month and provide all attendees with an agenda. 

 This could be working meeting before or after a service, professional development, or networking event. 

 Coordinate the planning and implementation of the New Member Recognition Event (NMRE). 

 Oversee Campus and Community Outreach Director, other officers and the Advisor(s) to select new Hon-
orary Members before the NMRE each year. 

 Delegate tasks to the entire Executive Board and ensure all officers meet the necessary deadlines, Follow
-up. 

 Establish and ensure the chapter meets/exceeds Chapter Standards Goal.  Ensure events are listed on the 
Golden Key website 14-30 days prior to each event.   

 Encourage the chapter to engage Honorary Members and Alumni consistently throughout the year.  

 Oversee officer transition, with Advisor(s)& Associate Director, to ensure all incoming officers receive ad-
equate training and mentorship.  
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VICE PRESIDENT: 

 Fulfill President’s duties in the absence of the President and assists President in the completion of duties, 

as needed. 

 Coordinate officers and committees to promote awareness on campus with key constituencies 

(members, Honorary Members & campus VIPs, prospective members, etc.) – particularly targeting eligi-

ble students during the annual membership drive. 

 Ensure the chapter meets Chapter Standards Goal set by President and Officers. 

SECRETARY: 

 Record and prepare the minutes of each executive board and chapter meeting to distribute to chapter 

leaders, Advisor(s) and International Headquarter Associate Director. 

 Promote meetings and activities to the membership and campus-at-large. 

 Prepare and deliver the New Member Recognition Event invitations to Honorary Members, Administra-

tors and Faculty. 

 Send Advisor and Officer Profile Forms when new officers and Advisors begin terms and any time contact 

information changes. 

 Compose and send any chapter correspondence to university administrators and faculty, members, Hon-

orary Members, alumni, campus student organizations, etc. 

 Create and edit chapter newsletter/blog at least once per semester/term.   

 Write and/or solicit articles/topics for the chapter’s newsletter/blog. 

 Ensure distribution of the newsletter/blog to members, faculty, staff, Honorary Members, Alumni and 

your Associate Director. 

 Work with Webmaster to ensure website content stays updated. 

 

 

Cont. Pg 7 



Volume 9, Issue 4 

April 2017 

Pg. 7 

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR 

 Coordinate all publicity for chapter activities and events. 

 Explore any creative methods of advertising or publicity to increase awareness about Golden Key  

 Oversee the completion of activity reports and semi-annual reports. 

 Obtain and organize important chapter documents for the chapter’s future reference. This includes 
training materials and contact information. 

 Update and maintain the Chapter’s website via www.goldenkeygin.com.  

 Maintain chapter’s Facebook Fan Page, Twitter, Instagram and/or any other social networking sites you 
choose.  Contact your Associate Director for further information.   

 Coordinate with other Directors to ensure awareness of all aspects of the chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our present slate of officers: 

President:   Wade Hill 

Wadehill1@student.kaplan.edu  

Vice President:  Oksana Shabinevich 

OksanaShabin@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Electa Jackson-Curphey 

edj1174@aol.com 

Service Director:  Beatriz Alfaro 

wilkysheabea@gmail.com  

GK Officers— 

    Kaplan Chapter 
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P/R and Communication Chair:  Brad Friedman 

bradaf87@gmail.com 

Editor in chief Golden Scholar Newsletter:  Rickie Zarb 

angelzarb@gmail.com 

Academic Advisor:  Deaeanna Aronoff 

deeannalaronoff@yahoo.com   
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